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Jwanted information he had tojthe most powerful office that has|
: “sbnd to two or three departments{ever cxisted in the history of this
) h . ‘:l"'ﬂ,d‘ W 1.\ 1 e 1Y . “' !
get it and then he would haveSread world of ours” he -sald,
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Apnalled by Size of Job
ATFT e, W s IR
ai Wiite House Briefing

) By Jemes B Warner
| WASHINGTON, Nov. 21 —~Presie

dz w-olech Liserhower was “rather
gnvalied” at his White House
?‘m ei # here Tuesday at the mag-
it of the-job of chief execu-i

resident Truman said today.
eaking to about 300..cmyploy-
'of ";‘ne Central Intelligencey,

ggmcmture “Deopart-
i “umtonum—-—a closed meet~
ing and a szeret speech later pui
on the record—>Mr. Truman said:

““I don’t -think anyone realizes
the immensity of the problems that
face President, of the United
dStates. It was my privilege a few
days a%o 1o brief the Ceneral who
lis going to fake over the office on
the 20th day of January, and he
was rather appalled at all that
the President needs to know in
order to .reacl decisions—even do-
mestic decisions.

. “Tremacndous Responsibility”

“He must know exactly what is
imaplied- by what he does. The
‘President 'makes a decision every
da ythat can affect anywhere from
100, 000 000 to 1,500;000,000 people.
It is a “treraendous responsivility.”
. Mr, Truman remarked that it
is'the €. 1. A. which provxdos i~
Lelhffcnce 1ol Al parts 0f “the(d
wmld nio mwtio‘m .each
L.Jommz. satd was moc;t apnro-
.chtxv of th ework of the agency,
land Galied on its employces 1o give
Gen. isenhower “iheé same onal
) scwmc you' hav glven me.”

He' yecailed that when he be-
came Prexident there was “no
concentration of information for
- {the benclit of the President,”
cach depar umen'
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w
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every- other serviee,” with: the re-
Jsult that when ‘the. President

had its own in-|
formation service “walled off from}

uo nave somebody do a littie dig-;
zing to get iv”
MZonihs to Cateh Up

Tne President said he bhad to
read a huge stack of documents
wiien he took ofiicet, and that “it
tcorx me three monfths to get
caught up.”

“Only two people around ihe
Whiiite louse really knew what was
zoing on in the military aflairs
department,” Mr., Truman said.
“They were Admiral Leahy (Flect
Admiral Willlam D, Leahy, chief
of stafl to the President) and
Adm, Brown (Rear Adm.. Wilson
Brown, naval aide to President
Roosevelt angd fo Mr, Truman dur-
ing the early days of his adminis-
tration), I would talk to them
every morning and fry to get all
tnhe information I could. And
finally one nmiorning I had a con~
versation with Adm. Leahy and
suggested to him tha there should
he a Central Intelligence Agency,
ior the benefit of the whole gov~
ernment as well as for the benefit
of the President, so he- could be
informed.

Lauds C. T, 4. Wm“c

“and the admiral and I pro~
ceeded to try to work out a pro-ik
gram,” the President continucd;
“It has worked very :successfully.
We have an intelligence -informa-
tion scrvice now that I think is
not inferior to any in the world.”

The United States now is “at the

top—the leader of the free world,”}|

a responsibility which should have
been assumed in’ 1920, Mr. Traman
“thrust” upon it. And it is the
duty of this country, he sald, “to

continue that leadership in thel

manner that will pmvcnt a third

world war which would mean thej

end of civilization.,” Thus it is
most irmportant that the Exccutive

be kept fully. and prompily in~/
formed, in order that he can make|
the Presidenty.

propey |decisions,

“Genghis Kahn, Augustus ‘Caesar,
igread Napoleon  Bonaparte, o
Louis IV, or ally oiher of thel
great leaders and cxecutives of)
the world can's even compare with'
what the President of the United:
States himself is responsible for,!
when he makes a-decision. It is.
an ofiice that is without pfuallel
in.the history of the werld.

Secks to aid Continuity 3

“That is the principal reason
why I am so anxious that it be a
continuing proposition, and that
the successor to me, and the suc-
cessor to him, can carry on as if
no election had ever taken place,
That is the prospect we are faced
with now. I am giving this Presi-
dent—this new President~—more
information than any other Presi-
dent ever had \vhen he \vcnt mto
office.” i

This last” theme was a Aepctition
of Mr. Truman’s news conference
remarks yesterday, when the Prosi-
dent said he was making a prece-
dent by having representatives of
the new administration here tof]
efiect & smooth transfer of govern-
ment responsibilities, and is ‘one
which My, Truman has emphasized|:
since Cen. -Eisenhower’s victory
necame cerfain elcctlon mght
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